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HYBRID WATERMELON EVALUATIONS - 1993

D. R. Earhart, M. L. Baker, and F. J. Dainello

Background. Texas annually ranks second in watermelon production in the United States.
East Texas is considered as Texas’ major production area with 25,000 acres. The East Texas
watermelon production area is characterized by small scale farming operations. Improved varieties
showing greater yield, earlier maturity, higher quality, and improved disease resistance/tolerance
open up new local market potentials for such operations.

Research Findings. Hybrid watermelon plants were set 3 ft apart in the row on 29 April
on raised beds spaced 8 ft apart. The beds were covered with black plastic mulch. Irrigation was
by drip. Fertilization was by recommendation by the Texas A&M University Soil Testing Lab.

The data presented in Table 1 were from one harvest date (July 9). ‘Fiesta’ was the
highest yielding entry in the trial with 50% of the melons weighing in the 11-19 1b range.
‘Summer Flavor 400’ was the second highest producer with approximately 42% of its melons
weighing between 20 and 29 Ibs. The majority of melons harvested in this trial fell within this
20 to 29 Ib range. ‘Summer Flavor 710’ produced 63% of its melons within this range. All
entries had soluble solids concentrations above 10%.

Application. Continued profitability of watermelon production in the East Texas area is
contingent upon development of watermelon cultivars that demonstrate adaptability to this area.
Information gained from these trials can be used to inform growers of the production potential of
some of the newer varieties being offered by seed companies. With further varietal evaluations
and innovative cultural practices, watermelon production in East Texas could increase well above
its current 33% of total production in Texas.

Additional Information. More detailed information can be obtained from the authors or
your local county agent by requesting TAES progress report number PR-5147 titled "Hybrid

Watermelon Evaluations For East Texas: A Four-Year Study".
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