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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



 

Reduce Winter Feeding with  
Stockpiled Forage and Winter Pasture 

Friday, August 22, 2025 
 

Online Program: Watch from Home 

Would you prefer to feed hay for 60 days? 100 days? or 150 days?  
Here’s an opportunity to learn how to significantly reduce your hay feeding needs. 

 
Stockpiled forages and winter pasture can be excellent options to significantly reduce winter feeding costs 

and develop replacement heifers.  

Program presented by: 
Drs. Vanessa Corriher-Olson and Jason Banta 

Topics include: 

• Stockpiled forage: management and utilization 

• Acres needed per cow for stockpiled forage and 
winter pasture 

• Cool-season forages and variety selection 

• Establishment and fertilization 

• Monthly and seasonal forage production potential 

• Appropriate mineral supplementation  

• Estimated costs 
 

For more information on this program please contact Michelle Sensing @ 903-847-0611. 

Register by August 21st at 3:00 PM: $45/person 

• Electronic copies of slides and other program 
materials will be available prior to the program 

• All sessions will be recorded and available for 
later viewing for those that register 
 

The program will be divided into 3 sessions to allow 
attendees to have a break between sessions 
8:30 – 10:30 AM    Part 1 
12:00 – 2:00 PM    Part 2  
3:30  –  5:30 PM    Part 3 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  

Register online at: https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ansc-ev-081 
or go agriliferegister.tamu.edu and search by location “Overton” 

 

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ansc-ev-081


SOUTHERN PLAINSFenceline weaning: Best approach for you?

Fall is approaching, and the 
majority of beef cattle producers 
will be weaning calves in the next 
few months. The goal of weaning 
programs is to minimize stress on 
calves and prepare them to perform 
as stockers, feeders and replacement 
heifers.

Generally, weaning occurs at 6 to 
8 months old. However, the best time 
to wean may vary. If cows are starting 
to drop below a body condition score 
of 4, it would be beneficial to go 
ahead and wean calves a month or two 
earlier to allow them more time to 
regain condition before calving again. 
However, if cows are in great shape, 
and there is plenty of grass, weaning 
could be delayed a month or two.

Even if cows are in good condition, 
calves should be weaned at least 60 
days before the cows are expected 
to start calving again. This time 
is needed to allow the mammary 
gland to recover and let the cow start 
producing colostrum for the next calf. 

Marketing plans may also impact 
weaning dates. Many preconditioned 
calf sales require calves be weaned at 
least 45 days prior to the sale.

While there are numerous 
techniques to wean calves, many feel 
fenceline weaning is the best approach. 
With fenceline weaning, cows are 
put in one pasture, and calves are put 
in the next pasture with only a fence 
separating them. This allows for the 
cows and calves to see and hear each 
other, which reduces stress on both 
groups. If needed, a strand of electric 
fence can be attached to the permanent 
fence to prevent calves from crawling 
through.

A key to successful fenceline 
weaning is to separate the cows and 
calves with as little excitement as 
possible. The calmer the cows and 
calves stay during the sorting process, 
the better. If possible, only sort pairs 
on the day of weaning; vaccinate and 
deworm a couple of weeks prior to 
weaning.

An ideal weaning pasture should 
be about 5 to 30 acres in size. It 
should also have good shade along the 
fenceline; this is especially important 
on the side of the fence where the 
calves will be. If temperatures are 
cool, then shade is not important. 
Additionally, the water source should 
be within a few hundred yards of the 
fence.

Don’t forget to plan grazing and 
fertilization applications to ensure the 
weaning pasture contains plenty of 
high-quality forage at weaning.  

While there 
are numerous 

techniques to wean 
calves, many feel 

fenceline weaning is 
the best approach.

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist 
Texas A&M University

jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu Chance of precipitation:

EC = Equal chance
A = Above normal
B = Below normal 

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Contact your CKP Trusted Risk Advisor today.

The USDA Risk Management  
Agency helps protect your  

Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage  
(PRF) from the elements.

877-CKP-INS1  (877-257-4671)  ckpinsurance.com

Let CKP Help You 
Protect Your PRF
Our trusted risk advisors are 
trained to help you analyze 
complicated insurance data so 
you: 
• Protect your land and 
livelihood against potential 
losses during times of drought. 
• Make the most informed 
decision for your business. 
• Never purchase unnecessary 
coverage and pay more  
than you need. 

Why now?
•  Very affordable – 
Government subsidized

•  Premiums are not  
due until October 1 

•  No adjusters needed
•  No record-keeping
•  Protects your cash flow

“Anyone can sell 
you a policy. But 
CKP invests the 
time to understand 
your individual 
needs and develop 
a strategy that will 
produce the best 
coverage results.”

Cover More Ground 
with CKP
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MAY 13, 2025
DR. JASON BANTA 

BODY CONDITION SCORE & BASIC REPRODUCTION IN CATTLE

AGAGAG   
INININ   
THETHETHE

EVENINGEVENINGEVENING

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6:00 PM

JUNE 10, 2025

BERMUDA GRASS CHALLENGES IN
PASTURES & HAY MEADOWS

DR. VANESSA CORRIHER OLSON

JULY 8,  2025

HYDROGEN CYANIDE & NITRATES IN BEEF
CATTLE

DR. JASON BANTA

2025 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

 Click TITLE of each program
or scan QR Code to register

AG INAG INAG IN   
THE EVENINGTHE EVENINGTHE EVENING

AUG 12, 2025

ALFALFA: TO GROW OR NOT TO GROW?
DR. VANESSA CORRIHER OLSON

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/0kWDyS7OSVi3jKzROBk4gQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/VQbST0jDRjuziG8f9MdP-Q
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/VQbST0jDRjuziG8f9MdP-Q
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LNp5RPvGRearvTzL-D0Zew
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LNp5RPvGRearvTzL-D0Zew
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/7iJHVP9xRPmTqnLNg8di7g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/7iJHVP9xRPmTqnLNg8di7g

